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them for rebellion. He wanted martyrs. The ardent
young men whom he trained at Douai and (after 1578)
at Bheims, went back to their native land with the
clear understanding that of all the services they could
render to the Church the greatest would be to die
under the hangman's knife.

Gregory xin. hoped great things from Allen's
seminary, and furnished funds for its support. In
1579 Allen went to Rome, and enlisted the support
of Mercurian, General of the Jesuits. Two English
Jesuits, Robert Parsons and Edward Campion, ex-
fellows of Balliol and St. John's, were selected as
missionaries. Campion was eight years younger than
Allen. He had had a brilliant career at Oxford, being
especially distinguished for his eloquence. He was at
that time personally known to both Cecil and the
Queen, and enjoyed their favour, He took deacon's
orders in 1568, but not long afterwards joined Allen
at Douai, and formally abjured the Anglican Church.
He had been six years a Jesuit when he was despatched
on his dangerous mission to England.

Tired of waiting for the initiative of Philip, Gregory
XIII. and the Jesuits had planned a threefold attack
on Elizabeth in England, Scotland, and Ireland. In
England a revivalist movement was to be carried on
among the Catholics by the missionaries. Catholic
writers have been at great pains to argue that this
was a purely religious movement, prosecuted with the
single object of saving souls. The Jesuits have always
known their men and employed them with discrimina-
tion. Saving of souls was very likely the simple
object of a man of Campion's saintly and exalted